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Albuquerque’s Community
Planning Areas

Overview of Community-Based Planning:

In order to provide more effective planning and
service delivery, and to enhance the sense of
unique identity in each community throughout
the city, the Community-Based Planning
Program was initiated. In 1993-94, public work-
shops were held which asked participants to
define the geographic boundaries of their com-
munity and to identify its’ notable features.
Based on this information, the metro area was
divided, for planning purposes, into ten distinct
communities. A community planner was
assigned to each community to facilitate broad-
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based public involvement in planning. Nine are
City-staffed, while the South Valley effort is led by
Bemalillo County.

Community Partnerships made up of City
Councillors, City government staff, representatives
from public schools, neighborhoods, businesses,
institutions, and others were formed in the com-
munities to assess, prioritize, and address
community issues. With city staff assistance, the
partnerships design approaches and solutions
which build on their communities’ assets, network
to find public and private resources, and work to
direct changes to City planning, policy-making,
and spending for projects and programs in their
community planning areas.

The Public Works Department, Family and
Community Services Department, and the
Capital Implementation Program’s Parks, Open
Space and Trails section each have their own
community planner to help coordinate sub-area
planning and implementation. Interagency coor-
dination is further facilitated through a
Government Response Team comprised of rep-
resentatives from the Mayor s Office, City Council
Office, and City Departments.

The North Albuquerque
Planning Partnership

The North Albuquerque Partnership formed in
May, 1996. Membership includes the District 4

Councillor, the principal of La Cueva High
School, and representatives from City and
County Neighborhood Associations. One of the
main functions of the Partnership is to think in
broad terms regarding the community. Unlike
Neighborhood Associations who deal with indi-
vidual neighborhood issues, the Partnership
strives to look at the “big picture” and somewhat
longer range issues involving the entire commu-
nity. The Partnership continues to invite area
residents, city staff, and other informed groups to
the meetings in order to be better informed of
the larger issues.

The Partnership spent the first half of their
initial year identifying community strengths,
opportunities, weaknesses and threats, dis-
cussing their desires for the community’s future,
and choosing priorities to tackle. The North
Albuquerque Partnership identified three priori-
ty issues and have taken steps to address these
issues. The priority issues and recommendations
are discussed at the end of this blueprint.

Blueprint Contents

This blueprint is one of nine. It presents an analy-
sis of current conditions in the North
Albuquerque Community, identifies priority
issues, and suggests recommendations. The doc-
ument is divided into three main sections:



1. Significant community conditions (Key
Findings) are summarized under each of the
City’s seven goals in order to establish baseline
measures that can be used to evaluate commu-
nity progress.

2. The Community Profile is divided up into
nine categories based roughly on city planning
services. Community conditions are analyzed
under each category, including Key Findings &
Recommendations. Categorizing the community
conditions by service areas will help identify the
capital improvement and service priorities in the
community, suggest the roles of participants in
implementation, and direct future coordination
among City and other agencies.

3. Priority issues and recommendations,
based on the preceding analysis, are discussed.
The Partnership played a major role in identify-
ing the priority issues and is supportive of the
recommendations.

The Blueprint uses a variety of sources to identi-
fy the issues including:
« The Community Planning Partnership

« Youth planning meetings organized by
the Oifice of Neighborhood Coordination

 Youth planning meetings organized by
the Cultural and Recreation Department

» Community meetings for the
HUD 5-Year Plan

» Special Purpose Workshops
(sector plans, CPTED, etc.)

« Many City documents including:
Albuquerque Progress Report,
Sustainability Indicator Report, and
Area Sector Plans

+ City staff field observations

Because information is taken from many
sources, it should be interpreted with caution.
For example, census data may have been com-
piled by tract, block group, or extrapolation
methods. Also, some of the information came
from pure observation with no supporting data.
Nonetheless, we believe the major points
derived from the analyses are useful.

How Can The Blueprint Be Used?

...as a planning tool

The Blueprint is intended to provide a basis for
actions which can improve the quality of life. It
provides the baseline data needed to understand
where we are now, the trends which explain
how we arrived here, and recommends ways to
effect change in the community. It can be used
to evaluate conditions, generate discussion and
propose solutions to the issues identified. A step
further for the Blueprint and Community
Planning will be to “zoom in” on an area or

neighborhood in need of a more specific devel-
opment plan.

The Blueprints can be revised and expanded
to develop Community Area Plans. The
Community Area Plans can serve as building
blocks for revising and updating the City/County
Comprehensive Plan. Common issues, strengths
and opportunities in all nine Blueprints could
lead to city and region-wide policies, and help
inform development of the Capital Imple-
mentation Program.

...as a budget tool

The Blueprint contains the community’s needs,
desires, values and dreams and could be used as
a guide by public officials and other policy mak-
ers in their efforts to improve the social and
physical environment in the community. Using
the Blueprint as a budgeting tool would be one
way of focusing the budget emphasis on citizen
perspectives.

The Blueprints are intended to be updated
periodically and may have individual compo-
nents updated more frequently. If you have
questions or want to participate in planning for
the community, call your Community Planner at
924-3860. O
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dl:m City of Albuquerque is charged with pro-
viding quality service to its citizens. This
objective is getting harder to achieve, however,
as the gap between the demand for service and
lagging growth in budgetary resources to provide
the service continues to grow wider. For this rea-
son the City of Albuquerque has embarked on a
significant effort to improve service quality by
drafting a Strategic Management Plan dated
January 22, 1998. The Plan suggests some strate-
gies for how city departments can improve
conditions in the city by:

* developing a current and thorough
understanding of community and
customer conditions and trends;

* translating that knowledge into effective
and efficient programs that improve
those conditions; and

* measuring results of programs for
their effectiveness;

The Community Blueprints have accomplished
the first two objectives by developing a profile of
community conditions and suggesting recom-
mendations to improve those conditions.
Community Planners will work with the Office of
Management and Operations Improvement and
the community partnerships to develop the third
objective. Projects that come about as a result of

the “Recommended Actions” in the Blueprint
will need to contain quantitative measures to
determine if community conditions improve as a
result of the actions.

The following graph shows how the
Community Planning effort fits in with the City of
Albuquerque’s Strategic Planning process to
track progress toward improved service to the
citizens of Albuquerque. O



¢ Anunwwod anbianbngje yluou

sjuidan)g funwwo)
AsAng uondeysies usznld
si03ed1pu| Ayjiqeureisns
s101e21pU| ssaibold jeon

(saupdanig w)
sajyosd Aunwuio)
ssa1boid Anjiqeureisng
ssaibo.1d |eon

sdiyssauned
Aunwwo)
(pes)]) uoissiwwo)
ssa1bo.d si01e31pu|

{MOU 3M 21D 3J3Yp

FUNSYIW

—

sue|d A1aA1j9Q IS

‘uonejudwss|dwy ad1A9g

SI9PIAOL BDINIDS 13410
siuswuedaqg Q1D

Ad3AIN3AAa

IDIAYIS T

sbuuesy dyqnd
sjesodoid jeyuawinedaqg

196pnq ssed pue puswy
‘396pnq asodoid
pue dopAsQ

jpunod A
10hepyy

3134} 196 am MOK \l/

NOILVDOT1Y

1DYNOSIY t

uonn|osay

fq0 Auoug enuuy
SMalAdY ABajens ad1nes
sbupea oyqng
sjunrdan|g Ayjunwwo)

'saAI3(qO [enuuy idopy

‘sa16ajens ao1mas 1dopy
'sjeon Jeak-g 1dopy

puno) A
10Aepy

FEIDENR 2 FRY
IDIAY3S pue
S31LI40ldd

AdInod

S—

(s1eaf ) winio4 sjeon

(s1e3£ 7) 3|qeIpunoy sjeon

‘suopuod Ayunwiwod
uo paseq ‘sjeon
1eaf-g papuswwoday

suoneo)
pooysoqybiaN
Jd3

sdiysiaunied
Ajunwwod
(pea)) uoisiA paseys

£3G 0] JUDM 3M 0P 3I13YM

ONINNV1d
JiD3LvHlS
aisvd
ALINNWWOD

'santiod 13430 pup sjpob o3 paipjal
SUOIPUOD UO YoDGPa3d4




he City of Albuquerque adopted the following seven City Goals in
1994. They are used to set one-year objectives for City Government
and to organize annual budget requests. They are also used as the basis
for performance review documented in the Albuquerque Progress

Report, one of the City’s primary evaluation tools.

GOAL 1: Enhance the basic social
contract by enhancing the lives of
youth and seniors, supporting the
family, fostering and maintaining
stable neighborhoods and providing
affordable housing.

The North Albuguerque Community:

* contains the highest percentage
of married couple families;
contains the third highest
percentage of school age children;
has the highest proportion of
persons over 65 years of age

living in poverty; and

has the highest percentage

of owner-occupied housing

(75 percent).

The community has very limited
senior programs and services.

There are no City-run child care
sites in the area.

Population projections for the
community indicate there may
be a need to plan for more parks,
especially in the area north of
Paseo del Norte.

“Affordable” housing is quickly
disappearing as the price of land in
this community continues to
increase and the demand to live in
the school districts also increases.

6 north albuquerque community

GOAL 2: improve public safety services

The North Albuquerque Community:

* reported feeling safest in their
neighborhoods;

* experiences a lower crime rate
in all crimes except burglary; and

* does not have a representative on
the COPS Steering Committee.

a's 5-Year Goals and the North Albug

GOAL 3: Forinfrastructure,
equitably balance new construction,
maintenance and repair

* Much of the area is newly-
developing and lacks adequate
infrastructure.

Traffic speed is consistently
mentioned as a major issue by all
neighborhood associations.

Cut -through traffic on neighbor-
hood streets occurs at a higher rate
north of Paseo del Norte because
of the higher number of undevel-
oped major roads causing serious
dust pollution.

There is a lack of improvements
along the major north-south
corridors.

A large percentage of the
community is served by private
wells and septic systems that raise
public health and environmental
concerns.

Flooding often occurs due to
inadequate drainage facilities.

erque Community Conditions

The Community Blueprints for Action organize the key findings about
each of Albuquerque’s Community Planning Areas under these city-
wide goals. This will help establish baseline measures of community
conditions that can be used to evaluate community progress.

GOAL 4: Achieve sustainable
development, and balanced
development and redevelopment,
including infill development.

* The North Albuquerque
Community is the third fastest
growing community in the City.

40 percent of the total acreage in
the community is vacant land
which is developing at a rapid
pace.

There is a lack of employment and
retail sites in the community which
means most residents work and
shop outside of the community.

The North |-25 corridor has the
potential of becoming a major
employment center and provides
the opportunity for compatible
mixing of land uses.

Platting and ownership patterns in
much of North Albuquerque Acres
prohibits urban development from
occurring.

The Sandia Pueblo is contemplat-
ing development adjacent to the
community which may or may not
be compatible with the character
of the community.
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* La Cueva Sector Develop-
ment Plan (city effort),

* Paseo del Norte Commercial
Corridor Study (county effort)

* Paseo del Norte Feasibility
Study (state effort)

« Alameda Corridor Study
(county effort)

* Eubank Corridor Study
(county effort)

Current Studies within the North Albuquerque Community
* North 1-25 Metropolitan
Investment Study (state effort)

* North Albuquerque Acres
Transportation Study

* Drainage Management Plan
west of Ventura (city effort)

* Drainage Management Plan
east of Ventura (county effort)

ADOPTED PLANS

Subarea Master Pian for No. Alb. Acres
North I-25 Sector Plan

Nor Este Sector Plan

Vineyard Sector Plan

Heritage Hills East Sector Plan

La Cueva Land Use Guide
Quintessence Sector Plan

Bear Canyon Arroyo Corridor Plan
Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan
Facility Plan for Arroyos

RANK

ADOPTION DATE

1978
1986
1987
1994
1985
1986
1993
1991

1993, revised 11/96
1986

12 north albuguerque community

Adopted Plans

Current Plans and Studies

Of the total 9227 acres, 60 percent is developed
and 40 percent is vacant land. The high percent-
age of vacant land in the community presents
opportunities for growth. As a result, there are
numerous studies that are underway to plan for
this growth. .

There are also several adopted plans within
the North Albuquerque Community that serve as
guides for development. These plans provide
policies, regulations and project proposals for
specific areas of the community. The plans are
listed in the table above.

Development Issues

The eastern half of the community is in the
County and is zoned for A-1 (residential) uses.

This area is platted into one acre lots and is held
in multiple ownership. It will most likely remain
residentially zoned with large lot, single family
development. The Paseo del Norte Commercial
Corridor Study will determine if there are appro-
priate locations along the corridor for
commercial development, but for the most part,
this part of the community will remain residen-
tially zoned.

North of Paseo del Norte, between Louisiana
and Holbrook (approx.), the City annexed 700
acres. A little less than half of this area is served
by public utilities while the remaining half is
vacant land with a sprinkling of large one-acre
homes served by private utilities. This area lacks
the appropriate mix of land uses that is recom-
mended in an urban setting as well as the
supporting infrastructure. Intensive speculation
in the area, has resulted in lot prices skyrocket-
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family dwelling units to the east. This area is suit-
able for high and medium density residential
development as well as office and neighborhood
commercial uses.

The northern boundary of the community
abuts the Sandia Pueblo. Currently, the Pueblo
operates a casino on their land and is also the
owner of the Coronado Airport which is within
the North Albuquerque Community. The Pueblo
is in the process of hiring a consultant to develop
a master plan for the southern portion of their
land, adjacent to the North Albuquerque
Community. (Source: Albuquerque Tribune, June
1997) The Pueblo is considering the idea of

developing the area as a resort with a golf course
and some small shops and possibly some resi-
dential development. The Partnership has
expressed a desire to develop a relationship with
the Pueblo since they are our northern neigh-
bors. Ideally, a sharing of information would lead
to compatible development along the border.

In summary, the North Albuquerque
Community contains a large amount of vacant
land that is ripe for development. It is anticipat-
ed that once the Paseo del Norte project is
completed and the La Cueva Sector Devel-
opment Plan is approved and adopted,

construction will take off at an even higher rate.

As a result, development issues top the list of pri-
orities for the area residents. Many residents
have become involved in their Neighborhood
Associations in order to keep abreast of new
development and are becoming more familiar
with the development process. The Devel-
opment Process, which is long and sometimes
confusing, may appear inconsistent and many
area residents have expressed concemn over this.
Since the area is developing rapidly, the
Partnership has expressed a desire to remain
very involved in development issues. O

14 north albuquerque community
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[ Area Outside City Limits
+ Before and After School Programs
‘ Licensed Child Care Facilities

North Albuquerque Child Care

Family, Children and Youth

The North Albuquerque Community contains the
highest percentage of married couples with chil-
dren as well as being one of the wealthiest
communities in the city. This means most children
live in stable environments and are mostly well
provided for. As a result, the dropout rate in North
Albuquerque is very low; over 90 percent of high
school and middle school age children are attend-
ing school. The middle school age children
continue to score very high in aptitude tests and
the area schools continue to excel in overall per-
formance. (Source: Albuquerque Progress Report)

Youths in the community have had several
opportunities to express their needs through a
series of workshops that were held throughout
the year. Swimming has been identified as the

16 north albuquerque community

most popular summer activity by children under
15. (Source: Youth Needs Assessment) Many of
the youths who come from single parent families
whose parent works in the evening, expressed a
desire to have somewhere to go that is safe and
neighborly where one can do their homework or
play games or just talk. It doesn’t have to be nice-
ly furnished or brand new, just someplace that
the teens could identify with. Currently, the com-
munity lacks both a swimming pool and a teen
center or community center that could offer
youths recreation, peer support, and maybe
even some jobs.

Children between the ages of five and sev-
enteen years make up 20 percent of the total
area population which is the third highest per-
centage of all the communities. For those
children under five, child care service is provid-

ed by the private sector since there are no City-
run child care sites in the area. There is a YWCA
that does provide child care, but this service is
not likely to continue since the organization is
considering moving out of the community in the
near future.

The North Albugquerque Partnership identified
the lack of youth programs and services as being a
major concern for the community. They felt that if
children had no where to go and nothing to do, it
could lead to trouble. They have offered several
suggestions that should be considered in providing
for the needs of the youths. They are:

1. Increase youth involvement in
Community Planning to explore options
for providing youth services;

2. Examine the need for child care
and after school and summer activities
for the children of the community;

3. Gain a better working relationship
with APS to utilize the schools for youth
programs; and

4. Provide a swimming pool and teen
center, preferably in the area of the North
Domingo Baca Community Park

Seniors & Special Populations

’

The area’s residents over 65 years of age total
about 10 percent of the population. This ranks
North Albuquerque in the middle range com-
pared to the rest of the communities. The largest
concentration of older people live on the western
edge of the community. (Source: 1990 Census)

In a recent survey, the Jade Park Neigh-
borhood Association was asked to list what they
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Community ldentity

5

Sandia Peak Tramway

Area’s Role in Albuquerque’s
Overall Identity:

North Albuquerque neighborhoods contain
some of the newest residential areas in the City.
The northeast portion of the area contains large
lots and native landscapes and has a rural and
low density character. The Sandia foothills are
recreational open space for the entire metropol-
itan area. The Sandia Peak Tramway is a well
known landmark for local residents and visitors
alike. The North Albuquerque Community is pre-

18 north albuguerque community

dominantly residential, although commercial
centers are being developed to respond to the
needs of the community’s growing population.

Community Assets

The Community Planning Program began by
identifying ten unique communities. Each com-
munity contains distinguishing characteristics
that sets it apart from the rest of the city. One of
the main goals of Community Planning is to pro-
mote appreciation of these characteristics which

will encourage residents to identify with their
community.

Several characteristics were identified by the
North Albuquerque Partnership that set the com-
munity apart such as:

* spectacular views ¢ open space

* rural ambience * native landscape
+ good schools ¢ Tramway Trail
* La Luz Trail » Sandia Peak Tram

These characteristics were identified as valuable
assets that create a sense of place for the area
residents. By preserving these assets, one can
then “identify” with his surroundings which will
hopefully lead to a sense of pride and responsi-
bility for these assets and encourage a sense of
belonging.

Community Interaction

Having a sense of community also refers to rela-
tionships that bind people together. There are 23
neighborhood associations in the community that
encourage open communication among neigh-
bors through meetings and distribution of
newsletters. These associations are formed by the
neighborhood residents and serve the communi-
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ty by identifying issues and encouraging cohe-
siveness. The District Four Coalition of
Neighborhoods meets every month and repre-
sents at least 18 out of the 23 neighborhood
associations in the community. It is very proactive
and contains several subcommittees working
towards the stability of the neighborhoods.

Social and recreational activities bring peo-
ple together and encourage neighborliness. The
Annual “Arts in the Parks” event, neighborhood-
sponsored picnics and flea markets, and school
activities are a few examples that bring people
together in the North Albuquerque Community.
The North Domingo Baca Park Master Plan will
study the feasibility of developing an activity cen-

ter within the new community park site and the
new Cherry Hills Library will provide a commu-
nity meeting room where neighbors can interact.
It is important to promote activities within the
community that encourage neighborliness.

The Interstate Corridor Enhancement
Program also provides additional opportunities
for community involvement. The program aims
to visually enhance the urban Interstate Cor-
ridors by reflecting City’s unique cultural
diversity and community identity through the
integration of elements of the natural and built
environments.

Neighborhoods are typically surrounded by
high walls with limited access to public and

commercial centers or to other neighborhoods.
As a result, most pedestrian activity only occurs
within neighborhoods. Walking should be
encouraged throughout the community to pro-
mote interaction between community members,
to promote health and well-being, and even to
discourage crime. Residents need to understand
the value of walking and not cut themselves off
from the rest of the community with high walls
and closed cul-de-sacs. |
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LOUISIANA

WYOMING

N

Existing Principle Arterial
Existing Minor Arterial

Existing Collector

axsxzs Proposed Collector

wisE  Existing Limited Access Roadway

i

North Albuquerque Long-Range Major Street Plan

Eubank will not be adequate to handle the traffic
as a result of increasing development. New devel-
opment does not stop at Wyoming and there is
concern that going from six lanes to four lanes at
Wyoming will create a bottleneck situation.

A Feasibility Study is underway for Paseo del
Norte to determine the likelihood of becoming an
expressway which would require interchanges at
Wyoming, Ventura, and Eubank. The Study
should be completed in 1998. After the study is
completed, other types of analyses will need to
occur (Environmental Impact Analysis, etc.).

Alameda Boulevard is being studied as a
fourth major carrier of east/west traffic. The
“Alameda East Corridor Study” runs along
Alameda from [-25 to Eubank and then south to
Paseo del Norte. The main purpose of this study is
to evaluate transportation needs within the corri-
dor and to investigate various alternatives which

22 north albuguerque community

could accommodate those needs. Questions of
accessibility, alignment, and design are being
considered in the study. The corridor will create
opportunities for transit service and incorporation
of trails and other non-vehicular elements. It is
currently paved from [-25 to Barstow, but east of
Barstow it is unimproved. This means motorists
must use Signal Avenue if they want to continue
in an east-west direction. Property owners along
Signal have voiced concem over the amount of
cut-through traffic that is occurring on their street
and are in the process of working with Traffic
Engineering to alleviate the situation.

Most of the commercial services within the
community are located along Academy . As a
result, Academy experiences a high percentage
of traffic congestion during peak hours. This
problem is a consequence of growth and there
are no immediate plans to address the situation.

While the major east-west streets are either
being studied or planned, the north/south streets
are not except for Eubank. Residents have
expressed much concern over the lack of capac-
ity of the north/south streets, especially Wyoming
north of Paseo del Norte. Most of the north-south
streets are two lanes without sidewalks or trails.
With the widening of Paseo del Norte and the
possible construction of Alameda, the lack of
improvements along the connecting north-south
streets becomes even more of an issue.

Traffic and Safety

Speeding is consistently mentioned as a primary
concern by all neighborhood associations as
well as the North Albuquerque Partnership.
There is concem for students who walk to and
from school on undeveloped and unsafe streets.
Many residents within the county who ride hors-
es along the neighborhood’s roads have also
expressed concern for their safety. The general
openness of the area combined with long
straight roadways contributes to a number of
serious traffic problems such as excessive
speeds, neglect of stop signs, cut-through traffic
in neighborhood areas, and general reckless dri-
ving. It is anticipated that these problems will
continue to worsen as the area’s population
increases unless proper transportation planning
meastres are implemented.

Once Paseo del Norte and Alameda are
improved, there is a strong likelihood that traffic
and speed will increase along these streets. The
Partnership has expressed much concern for
children who will be crossing these streets to get
to school or to the future community park on
Wyoming. They have requested some type of
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Use Transit 1%

Carpool 10%

Commute to Work (Source: 1990 Census)

Wyoming is hazardous. The street does not con-
tain street lighting and at times it is difficult to
distinguish the lanes. Safety reflectors should be
considered for safe lane driving east of Wyoming.

Public Transportation

The community lies in the far northeastern region
of the city and is not near any major employment
or commercial centers. This distance from urban
activity requires more reliance on the automobile.
The Community Services Map in the appendix
shows the limited bus routes that serve the area.
The North Albuquerque Partnership has ex-
pressed a desire to promote mass transit in the
area, however, the following table shows that only
one percent of the North Albuquerque Com-
munity actually uses public transportation as a
means of getting to work.

There are probably any number of reasons
why public transportation is not used more often
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but some of the most often heard complaints
from citizens is that public transportation is not
convenient and is time-consuming. The buses do
not run late enough in the evening for those citi-
zens who must work late hours nor do they stop
frequently enough. Several efforts are underway
that could encourage ridership which include:

1. Councillor Bregman has introduced
legislation to expand Transit’s hours of
operation;

2. The City is pursuing the establishment of
a Regional Transit Authority which would
provide an increase in transit service
through a variety of methods; and

3. The Planning Department is encouraging
compact development in order to bring
services, shopping, work, and recreation
closer to neighborhoods which would cut
down on travel time.

The draft Regional Transit Service Plan proposes
a Park-and-Ride on San Antonio within the
median, between San Pedro and Louisiana and
a Neighborhood Bus Center at Wyoming and San
Antonio. Currently, there is no transit service in
the unincorporated portion of the community.

Sewer and Water

A large percentage of the community is served
by private wells and septic systems. Currently, a
property owner within the city or county can be
granted a permit to install a septic tank if there is
no sewer service within 200 feet. Growing con-
cern of the proliferation of private water/sewer
systems is an important element of the

Groundwater Policy and Protection Plan and
evaluations are being developed. The “Alameda
Trunk” area along and north of Paseo del Norte
will continue to see much growth and new water
facilities will be needed. A major obstacle will be
the resolution of land use planning issues
between the City and County such that low den-
sity development can be preserved (County) yet
public water made available. A prior Council
resolution put a moratorium on building some of
these water facilities until the City/County land
use issues could be resolved.

The depth to ground water is much greater
in this area of the city which leads many area res-
idents to think that the private utility systems in
North Albuquerque Acres do not pose an envi-
ronmental threat to the ground water. Several
studies have been conducted to test this theory
which have resulted in nonconclusive findings.
Several other measures are underway to deal
with the threat of groundwater contamination
and are listed below.

CURRENT MEASURES FOR
PROTECTING GROUNDWATER

* A joint City/County funded study is currently
being conducted to determine the effects

of private utility systems on the quality of
the water. The Waste Management Education
and Research Consortium is conducting

the study which should be completed by

the summer of 1998.

The City Water Works Department is planning
to introduce a bill to the State Legislature this
session that would prohibit drilling of wells
within the city limits.

Bernalillo County is discussing the feasibility
for providing utility service to those areas

of the county that are not currently served

by public utilities.
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Housing

B sandia Heights Subdivision

Multi-Family
Units

1,869 or
15%

North Albuguerque Acres Subdivision

Mobile Homes

Total
IR otder subdivisions Dwelling
[Z] Mobile Home Parks Units =
12,459
North Albuquerque Subdivisions Inventory

Housing Stock

For the most part, the housing stock in the com-
munity consists of large, single family homes
located within major subdivisions. According to
the 1990 Census, ninety seven percent of the total
homes are less than 20 years old. A high percent-
age of these homes are greater than 1800 square
feet and have modern amenities. More than 75%
of these homes are owner-occupied, which is the
highest percentage of owner-occupied housing
compared to the other communities.

26 north albuquerque community

Sandia Heights Subdivision, located east of
Tramway Boulevard, was developed in the late
1960s. This subdivision consists of large homes
on ” to one acre lots and are on private wells and
septic systems. Closer to Tramway, the residen-
tial density increases while the size of the homes
decreases.

West of Tramway Boulevard to the munici-
pal limits is the North Albuquerque Acres
Subdivision. This area is subdivided into one-
acre lots which is held in multiple ownership. As
a result, most of the homes are stand-alone and

(Source: 1990 Census)

custom-built and are not part of a larger subdivi-
sion. Most of these homes are less than 10 years
old and are mostly greater than 2500 square feet
in size. This area is zoned A-1 which allows live-
stock. As a result, many homes contain
accommodations for equestrian activities.

West of Ventura and south of Paseo del
Norte, the homes are somewhat smaller and
older. Most of these homes were built in the
1970s and are more moderately priced. The sub-
divisions in this area are separated from each
other by major streets and high walls.
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In North Albuquerque, housing costs exceed 30
percent of household income for only 32 percent
of the renters and 17 percent of the homeowners
which is the lowest proportion in the City com-
pared to the other communities.

For the month of October, 1997, the Multiple
Listing Service of The Albuquerque Board of
Realtors listed the average selling price of a
home in the metropolitan area as $143,622. The
average selling price for a home in the North
Albuquerque Community is greater than
$200,000. The reason for the higher average sell-
ing price, however, is because the majority of
homes that are being sold tend to be in the north-
east section of the community which are newer
and bigger. Many of these homes range between
$200,000 and $500,000. South of Paseo del Norte
and west of Ventura, the homes are older and
smaller and sit on smaller lots. These homes
range between $100,000 and $200,000. (Source:
Albuquerque Board of Realtors) d
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W Existing Primary Trail
M M Proposed Primary Trail
wasme  Existing Seconday Trail
ssmasx Proposed Secondary Trail
o Proposed Overcrossing/Tunnel

Area Outside of City Limits

Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan — Trails Existing and Proposed

The County offers additional facilities in the
North Albuquerque Community Planning Area
including one Community Park and two
Neighborhood Parks.

Residents of the community often mention
that there are not enough parks, however, the fol-
lowing table indicates that compared to the rest
of the city, the North Albuquerque Community
has their fair share of neighborhood and com-
munity parks. (Source: Albuquerque Sustainability
Indicator Report, August, 1997)

The service levels are based on the 1990
Census and only on parks that are within the city
limits. If projected population figures for 1997
(40,000) are used and County parks are includ-
ed, the current North Albuquerque Community
Service Level for neighborhood parks drops to
1.12 acre/1000. If the community continues to
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grow as data indicates, there will be a need to
plan for more parks in the area north of Paseo
del Norte.

Trails and Open Space

Two plans have been adopted which guide the
development of trails and bicycle facilities in
Albuquerque: the Trails & Bikeways Facility Plan
and the Bikeways Master Plan. To guide the
acquisition and development of Open Space, the
Open Space Facility Plan is in the process of
adoption (completion expected in mid 1998).
The North Albuquerque Partnership identified
trails and open space as important amenities in
the community that need to be expanded and
maintained. One deterrent to trails, however, is
that most residents want them kept alongside the
streets and not through the neighborhoods.

There is a fear that trails bring unwanted foot traf-
fic and possible illegal activities. Most of the
trails are built alongside arroyos but these only
run in an east-west direction. The major north-
south streets are spaced one-half mile apart
which is considered to be too great a distance
for the average person to walk. The draft La
Cueva Sector Development Plan is proposing
more mid-block north-south connections so that
children do not have to walk along major streets
to get to school, etc.

Most of the land north of Paseo del Norte with-
in the city limits is zoned RD which requires
dedication of 2400 square feet of open space for
every dwelling unit that is built. As the area devel-
ops, this open space dedication can be met along
the major arroyos running through this area. This
is one way of maintaining the open space that is
considered precious to this community.

Recreational Programs

Youths in the community have had several
opportunities to express their needs through a
series of workshops that were held throughout
the year. Swimming has been identified as the
most popular summer activity by children under
15. Many of the youths who come from single
parent families whose parent works in the
evening, expressed a desire to have somewhere
to go that is safe and neighborly where one can
do their homework or play games or just talk. It
didn’t have to be nicely furnished or brand new,
just someplace that the teens could feel safe and
comfortable. Currently, the community lacks
both a swimming pool and a teen center or com-
munity center that could offer youths recreation,
peer support, and maybe even some jobs. A
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Crime and Safety

60

Percent

Residents who feel “very safe” in their neighborhoods

In 1996, the Albuquerque Police Department
and the University of New Mexico’s Institute for
Social Research collaborated to collect informa-
tion regarding people’s perceptions of crime and
safety by surveying each Community Planning
Area. The following graph shows that North
Albuquerque residents feels safest in their com-
munity compared to the other communities.

One reason for the higher perception of safe-
ty could be because there is a strong correlation
between a feeling of safety and the understand-
ing of the proper role of the police and what to
expect from police services. The District Four
Coalition and the Neighborhood Associations
are very active in educating the community
about police services and also provide opportu-
nity for involvement with the police.
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There is also a direct link to citizen’s percep-
tion of safety and the actual crime rates in the
citizen’s neighborhood. Compared to the rest of
the communities, the North Albuquerque
Community experiences a lower crime rate in all
crimes except burglary. (Source: AGIS data) In a
separate survey conducted by the Community
Planner in the early part of 1997, many residents
stated that they chose to live in the North
Albuquerque area because of the lower crime
rate and the friendliness of the people.

Community Oriented Policing led to the for-
mation of a Community Oriented Police Steering
Committee. This committee was formed over a
year ago to serve as the liaison between the APD
Administration and the community. Ideally, one
person from each community volunteers to serve

on this committee which meets once a month to
connect APD policies with communiity needs. The
North Albuquerque Community does not have a
representative on this committee and thus lacks
the connectivity with the Police Department.

Inventory of Facilities:

John Carillo Memorial Police Substation
at Wyoming & Osuna

« Fire Station # 15 at Academy & Burlison
» County Fire Station on Paseo del Norte,
east of Eubank

Sheriff Station at Paseo del Norte and
Eubank

* Proposed Fire Station #20 and

APD Substation at Louisiana & Signal
(recently funded $1,300,000)
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B8 sandia Heights Subdivision
##% North Albuguerque Acres Subdivision
Ml Older Subdivisions

Mobile Home Parks

North Albuquerque Subdivisions

Water Quality

Septic systems and private wells raise public
health and environmental concerns. A large per-
centage of the community is served by private
wells and septic systems. Because the depth to
ground water is much greater in this area of the
city compared to the valley regions where there is
also a high number of private wells and septic
tanks, the perception is that the private utility sys-
tems in North Albuquerque Acres do not pose an
environmental threat to the ground water. This is
not necessarily the case since the ground above
the water table consists of course-grained sedi-
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ments which allow for rapid transmittal through
the subsurface to the water table. A joint
City/County funded study is currently being con-
ducted to determine the effects of these private
systems on the quality of the water. The Waste
Management Education and Research Consor-
tium is conducting the study and it should be
completed by the Spring of 1998. The installation
of water and sewer services would provide the
most expedient and broad-based public health
protection to residents of the area.

Air Quality

There are many miles of unpaved roads in the
North Albuquerque Community. Problems with
particulate matter are worsening with increased
development. The problems are aggravated by a
high degree of off-road vehicle use in unfenced
areas. In September, 1996, a written survey was
distributed to every resident in the North
Albuquerque Acres Neighborhood Association
which asked residents to rate transportation con-
cerns. Trafficrelated dust was rated as the #2
concern for all residents.

lllegal dumping

The North Albuquerque Community lies in the
far northeastern reaches of the city and contains
forty percent vacant land. It is not densely popu-
lated and has a large amount of construction
going on. This situation tends to encourage ille-
gal dumping in areas that are not yet inhabited.
There is no way to monitor the types of materials
that are being dumped and this could pose a
hazardous situation.
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I-25 Corridor: zoning provides opportunity
for employment

« Alameda Corridor: opportunity for
development of recreational activities/trails

« Sandia Reservation: provides open
feeling to the north

+ Community Planning boundary:
opportunity to work with the County on
community-wide issues

*» Paseo del Norte Commercial Corridor
Study: opportunity to prevent strip
commercial and to allow for orderly
commercial development

* Albuquerque Academy: opportunity for
community involvement

Threats:

* slow emergency response time:
25 minutes for rescue to La Cueva High
School from Station 16

* possibility of Paseo del Norte becoming
a freeway: will divide the community

¢ continuous approval of septic tank
permits in area: could pose public health
and environmental concerns

* increase in development brings an
increase in traffic: pedestrian safety
becomes an issue
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After several months of listing and discussing the
issues, the Partnership prioritized the issues into
three main categories: Land Use and
Development, Transportation Related, and
Recreation. Regarding land use, the Partnership
decided that they wanted to be closely involved
with the La Cueva Sector Development Plan.
They have provided input to the land use aspect
of the Plan and they will review the final draft
and provide comments. The Partnership has also
made several recommendations regarding devel-
opment such as:

» expand the Notification Process
to include the Partnership;

+ allow the Partnership to provide
comments for large development cases;

« allow the community planner to provide
comments for large development cases
on behalf of the Partnership; and

* become more familiar with the
Development Process.

The Partnership identified “transportation: as the
second major concern in the community.
Transportation issues include inadequate roads,
traffic congestion, noise and air pollution, speed-
ing, and lack of pedestrian safety. The
Partnership developed a Workplan which is dis-
cussed further in the following section, Priority
Issues and Recommended Actions.

The Partnership identified the lack of com-
munity activities for youths and seniors as the

third priority issue. They felt that inactivity
breeds loneliness and could even spell trouble
for some youths. They offered several sugges-
tions to deal with the issue such as:

* increase youth involvement
in Community Planning;

¢ examine the need for child care and
afterschool and summer activities for
the children of the community;

gain a better working relationship
with APS to utilize the schools for
youth programs; and

¢ provide a swimming pool and
community center, preferably in the
North Domingo Baca Park. O
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Avulsion

not on the current one-acre lot layout. This is
necessary to remove existing platted local streets
and to change the zoning patterns.

ISSUE 1B: Another major constraint in develop-
ing the vacant land surrounding La Cueva High
School is the lack of control of water that runs
along the natural arroyos from the mountains.
When a major storm occurs, the water may have
the potential to jump out of the natural channels
and causes a flooding situation. The point at
which the water jumps out is called an avulsion.
AMAFCA has identified that most of these avul-
sions occur in the eastern section of the
community which is under County jurisdiction.
The draft Drainage Management Plan for North
Albuquerque Acres (City of Albuquerque) calls
for control of the upstream avulsions in order to
plan for downstream development. Currently,
neither the City, County, or AMAFCA have taken
responsibility for controlling the avulsions for
budget and jurisdictional reasons (i.e. one major
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avulsion is on Sandia Pueblo and Forest Service
land). It may be necessary to develop a Joint
Powers Agreement between the City, County,
and AMAFCA to control the avulsions in order to
assure a safe drainage system throughout the
community.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Develop a Joint
Powers Agreement between the City, County,
and AMAFCA to control the avulsions that are
occurring throughout North Albuquerque Acres.

The recently completed draft Drainage
Management Plan which has been developed by
the City, recommends avulsion control in order
to properly plan a safe drainage system in the
undeveloped city portion of the community. The
lack of control of storm water upstream prohibits
development of many lots downstream that
could otherwise be developed. If the City truly
wants the La Cueva area to be developed in an
urban capacity, then the avulsions must be dealt

with. This will require cooperation between the
City, County, and AMAFCA to share responsibili-
ty for the safety of all the residents in the North
Albuquerque Community.

ISSUE 1C: The North Albuquerque Community
contains a large amount of vacant land that is
ripe for development. As a result, development
issues tops the list of priorities for the area resi-
dents. Many residents have become involved in
their Neighborhood Associations in order to
keep abreast of new development and are
becoming more familiar with the development
process. As representatives of the community,
the Partnership would like to be recognized as a
valid input to development decisions.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Recognize the Com-
munity Planning Partnership as a valid input to
development decisions for the North Albu-
querque Community.

Community partnerships were formed to
represent community interests in planning. The
North Albuquerque Partnership has been meet-
ing on a monthly basis to express these interests
and are currently involved in the La Cueva
Sector Plan. According to the partnership, being
involved in planning should not be limited to
providing input at monthly partnership meetings
but should be expanded to include input to the
decision-makers through an established proce-
dure. The partnership has offered some
suggestions for how they could be more
involved in development issues:
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cern. The Partnership is continuing to monitor
the congestion along the north-south routes and
has emphasized the need to address these con-
cemns in the La Cueva Sector Development Plan.

Speeding/pedestrian safety is consistently
mentioned as a primary concern by all neigh-
borhood associations as well as the North
Albuquerque Partnership. Increased population
has brought an increase in traffic. The majority of
streets are built to accommodate automobiles
but do very little to encourage walking or safe
pedestrian interaction. Walking encourages
interaction among community members, dis-
courages crime, reduces pollution, and slows
down traffic. There is concern for students who
walk to and from school on unsafe streets. Many
residents within the county keep horses and ride
them along the neighborhood’s roads and have
also expressed concern for their safety.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

1. Continue to develop more specific
actions for the North Albuquerque
Transportation Workplan

The Partnership needs to develop more specific
plans to address the goals it has outlined for
itself. It has made a good start by identifying the
streets that need attention, but it also needs to
prioritize the transportation issues keeping com-
munity interests in mind. This may require the
establishment of a Transportation Committee
made up of community members outside of the
Partnership. The Committee would be responsi-
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ble for developing methods for measuring the
success of the Transportation Workplan. They
would also be responsible for keeping the
Partnership informed about community-wide
transportation issues. The success of the
Workplan also depends on direct communica-
tion with transportation agencies that includes
MRGCOG, State Highway Department, City
Public Works Department, and County Public
Works Department. These agencies would be
invited to attend Partnership meetings on a regu-
lar basis to exchange information.

2. Develop a Pedestrian Plan for
Each School

Development of a Pedestrian Plan would
address safety issues that have been identified by
the Partnership. Bernalillo County has complet-
ed The North Albuquerque Acres Pedestrian
Plan which identified walking routes for those
students who walk to and from Double Eagle
Elementary School. This plan could serve as a
model for developing an area-wide strategy to
promote pedestrian safety.

A Pedestrian Plan would include involve-
ment from various agencies including: PWD
Traffic Engineer, PWD Trails Planner, CIP Trails
Planner, APS, APD, The New Mexico Traffic
Safety Bureau, North Albuquerque Community
Planner, and the North Albuquerque Partnership.

A strategy would include but not be limited to:

* analyze existing conditions for each

school including neighborhood surround-
ings, roadway configuration and traffic
patterns;

identify and list streets and intersections
within each school district that pose
the highest safety risks to students;

* develop a list of “solutions” for
developing safe streets;

* match solutions to problems;

* prioritize the “high risk” list for
funding purposes; and

* research funding strategies.

The Pedestrian Plan would introduce pedestrian-
friendly elements of design along all streets to
help lower the speed of the automobile and
increase the safety of the student. O

3. Recreation

The North Albuquerque Partnership identified
the lack of youth and senior programs and ser-
vices as being a major concern for the
community. The North Albuquerque Community
contains the highest percentage of married cou-
ples with children and the third highest
percentage of school age children. The largest
concentration of older people live in the western
edge of the community.

Youths in the community have had several
opportunities to express their needs through a
series of workshops that were held throughout
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NORTH ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY OVERVIEW

Rate your community on each of the following on a scale of 1-5 (Please turn over)
1 = poor 2 = fair 3 =good 4 =better than average 5 = excellent Please complete the following sentences:
« I live in North Albuquerque vs. other areas
adequate open space in the community friendliness of residents to each other of the city because...
d ) . « If I could change just one thing in the North
~—— adequate parks e ovvo:::;.% .R.: community Albuquerque community, it would be ...
shared activities
amount of traffic congestion « The single best thing in the North
youth recreational opportunities Albuquerque community is...

trian/bi ti . .
pedestrian/bicycle connections * The single greatest problem in the

adult recreational opportunities L
PP North Albuquerque community is ...

population density
adequate schools « If I had $10 million to spend on this
____ water quality community, I would ...

level of crime . .
* The single greatest problem in my

degree of citizen involvement
neighborhood is...

in community affairs public transportation

[ belong to the
Neighborhood Association

responsiveness of local
government to citizens

adequate supply of retail services

Thank you very much for your input!

north albuquerque community 49
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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE
NUMBERS @/9s)

TTY USERS: May call any number listed through Relay New Mexico at
1-800-659-8331.

Published by: city of Albuguerque, Department
of Family & Community Services, Office of

Neighborhood Coordination. (feel free to reprint for your publication).




169%-89L
000¢-89L
Or16-89L
ry6-9ST

L099-€L8  Ied BSSSIUOA
S1€8-LEC8 o0y 9[3eyg
LSL8-9¢8  110AIaSIY uo(g
$9L8-9€8 OprIO|0D) 011D

uoneIPI

1O OV /s 10K
90UDI9J9Y 29 uoneuLIoju]) Areiqr

SUI[IOH JUBUL ] /pPIO[pUE]

uonewIoju] [[ypuE]

08¢8-LS8 (gv3D) [nynneag anbionbnqry deey
6S6€-V9L juswadIojuy 9po)) Suisnoy
STLY-89L SUINIOH InoH ¢ hyjeln
$S08-/168 SOOIAIRG [BAOWIDY NI}jeIn)
00£L-088 (sAepijoH ‘spuayoap ‘SIYSIN)
YLYL-9YT (skeQ) syeo sen
0018-19L SWI[QO1g UoNo9][0)) 95eqlen
LLOT-TYT SI0YSUNI) 10 SISNORIOAIL]
¥C18-888 IO S, [BYSIBIA 211,
1099-€+C (KouaBiswg-uoN) o114

(‘uononnsuo) woly syurejdwos

*siuredwio) Suiuosiog pooy ueinesay  ‘asioN ‘sioqySiaN AsioN ‘Suikeidg A14/0nnbsop Jog)
009T-89L
058¢-¥C6
L98L-¢V8
000%-89L

1s0(]

S90UJO YI[BSH [BIUSWUOIIAUY
s1077 1uede A uo Surdwingg
siaddolsouri)

9013 UOISSIWWOY) A1Unoy)

060%-89L (uonensi3ay 19104) Y121) A1uno)
0v0P-89L (digsiaumQ Aadoiy) Jossassy Auno)

098€-¥26 Butuueld Anunwwo)

000Z-89L uoneuniouy Aiuno/AnD

LLLY-89L (sepuaSe “s8ypy) suipoy J1uno) i

001€-89L 2YJO [touno) i)

9L87-89L KI0SIADY uIng-oN/uIng

00S0-t88 neaing ssauisng 19nog

809['8[.9'008'[ (uond91014 pDwnsuo)) [mgua{) /(QUJO]]V

90L9-€L8 (Auno)) jonuo) [euwnuy

SE61-89L (ap1sisap) [onu0)) [ewiuy

SL61-89L (spisiseq) jonuo) [ewiuy
0€0T-89L 1tun) suniodey suoydspag,
070Z-89L SP1009Y
SOLY-1€8 (MN SSUEDJOA SO $O19) SPISISIM
0088-19L (MN 1S puz 80vS) A91EA
0502952 (4§ eueismoT 00g) Iseayinos
SSHh-£T8 (AN eunsQ 10g8) ISeayIION
SShh-€78 s[[y1004

-suoneisqng 25104
LL9T-TyT  (Aousdiowe-uou) 301104
C8CE-89L

8Civr-£T8

UoN109g SIsA[euy WLl
usunteda(g 901104 anbianbnqpy
(LDV) wea ], ues) anbianbngpy

116 (Aduddiowry) andsayy/a.a1/901[0g

sbey




Page

Neighborhood Coordination

Poison & Drug Information
Public Works Department

Recycling Information

Recycling Hotline

Ridepool

Sheriff’s Department (non-emer.)
State Police

State Information

Stop Signs (Missing)

Streetlights Out/Down Powerlines
Suntran Information (Bus)

Sunvan Information (Bus/handicapped)

Traffic Sign & Speed Information
Trees (Obstructing View)

United Way Helpline

Vehicle Information

Wasted Water Hotline
Weed & Litter Complaints
Weed & Litter

Zoning Violations

When you make a complaint, be specific, provide addresses

768-3790

Neighborhood Crime Prevention  924-3600
Open Space or Bosque  873-6632

Parks Management (7 a.m.-5 p.m.)
Reservations for Parks  857-8669

Lights, Park Maint. Vandalism 857-8650
272-2222

Barricades 768-2552

Cockroach Hotline 873-7009
Emergencies (Water, Sewer) 857-8250
Information 768-3650

Pothole Repair  857-8027

Sandbags 857-8025

Sidewalk Obstructions 857-8680

Special Events Permits ~ 768-2551

Street Maintenance (8-5) 857-8025
After Hours (all divisions) 857-8250
761-8100
761-8176
243-7433
768-4160
841-9256
1-800-825-6639
857-8028
246-5890
843-9200
764-6165
857-8680
857-8680
247-3671

Abandoned on Public Streets 768-2277
Inoperable on Private Property 924-3850
Pollution Hotline 247-2273

768-3640

924-3850

761-8100

(10+ bags/lg. item pick-up - 1 day before trash day)
924-3850

and the length of time there has been a problem.




